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TFNHE following diſſertation is 


part of a larger work, which 
is neither prepared nor intended for 
the preſs, and was drawn up chiefly 
to help the author's memory. But a 
late publication on the Millennium * 
falling into his hands, He was deter- 
mined to reviſe and correct this part, 
and if it could appear as a detached 
piece, to ſend it abroad into the world; 
not as an anſwer to the diſcourſe re- 
fer'd to; for that man muſt be fond 
of controverſy, who could declare him- 
ſelf an opponent to one, who advan- 
ces nothing dogmatically, or poſitively; 
and yet profeſs himſelf to be one of 
thoſe that eſteem and love the Church 


A ſermon on the Millennium or reign of Saints for a thou- 
ſand years, dedicated to thoſe that eſteem and love the Church 
of England, by Joſeph Greenhill, A. M. Rector of Eaſt 
Horfley, and Eaſt Clandon, in Surry, a gentleman an entire 
' ſtranger to the author. Ato. printed for Wilkie, 17 r. 
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of England ; but becauſe he thought 
it a point, in which members of the 
fame Church might fairly diſagree, 
without diſturbing its peace; and even 
friends might differ, incolumi amicitia : 
Not to mention, that no one ought 
to oppoſe what he does not right! 

underſtand, leſt he wound a friend, 
when he thinks himſelf engaged with 
an adverſary. The truth is, the au- 
thor of the following ſheets conſiders 
the Apocalyps as a part of ſcripture 
by no means wholly unintelligible, and 
which he wiſhes were more generally 
underſtood; and the celebrated paſ- 
ſage in the twentieth chapter as capa- 
ble of ſcveral interpretations: and if 
by advancing any thing new on this 
ſubject, he could induce others more 
fully to conſider it, and be inſtrumen- 


tal in the diſcovery of truth, it would 


make him ſufhcient amends for all the 
cenſure He ſhall undergo, for thus 
venturing out of his depth, and de- 
claring his opinion on a controverſy 


ſo extenſive, abſtruſe, and difficult. 
Were 
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Were he of 1 conſequence to 
deſerve the notice of his ſuperiors, he 
would endeavour to apologiſe to the 


Lord Biſhop of Briſtol, who has 


treated of the ſame ſubject on a 
quite contrary plan: and perhaps. the 
propereſt apology he can make is, that 
he thinks all who read the {criptures 
with a competent degree of care and 
attention, ſhould they ſtrike out any 
new lights, would do right, under pro- 
per reſtrictions, to communicate them 
to the public; and that even thoſe ex- 
poſitions, which would not bear a 
ſtrict examination, may yet be uſeful 
in eſtabliſhing the truth. In a con- 


ſultation of phyſicians, the youngeſt 


ſtrudent may ſometimes ſuggeſt an 
hint of uſe to an old practitioner. 
Certainly they, who explain particular 
paſſages occaſionally, have an advan- 
tage which a profeſſed commentator 
wants, who is diverted by a multipli- 
city of objects from attentively conſi- 
bering a ſingle point. How often do 
2 8 the firſt clais acknowledge 

the 


(ir) 


che favours they receive from friends? 
And how much do they oblige their 
readers by ſuch acknowledgements ? 
To ſuch aſſiſtance we owe the expla- 
nation of that very difficult paſſage in 


the IXVIII pſalm, v. 30. and the hap- 


py i illuſtration of that expreſſion i in Eccleſ. a 


XI. I. which among the ſeveral inter- 
pretations to be found. in Mr. Duke's 


ſermon on that text, juſtly gives a prefe- 


rance to that, which contains a doctrine 


conformable to that of St. Luke, vr. 35. 
AyaSoruurTi, va. Jarsgert, under atio rig, xa ia & poles 


Hur ToAvg. ® 
But in inſtances of ITY conſi- 


deration, a remote alluſion, a various 


reading, a typographical error may 


occur to an attentive reader, which 


had eſcaped the obſervation, and may 


receive the approbation of th learned. 


Thus Mr. Chiſhull takes occaſion to 
ſhew, * that Toy xwvwTa Neha gor * ſhould be 


rendered, who frrain OUT 4 gnat, not 


2 See Prælec. de 8. Poeſi not. addit. ad p. 57. and p. 90. 
þ A8 Sigea, p. 20. Mat. xxIII. 24 
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as we : find in our adh wh, 


andrine M. 8. PL. LXVI. I 5. reads 
8 which the learned Grabe 
has inſerted -«-»; but I take the for- 
mer to be the true reading, and a lite 
ral tranſlation of the original hebrew: 
and the word facio in latin 1s capable 
of the ſame ſignification: : Cum faciam 
vitula;* and it is accordingly rendered 

* faciam boves, in the interlinear ver 
ſion of Santes Pa ninus. If tnis laſt 
obſervation be zul it is not foreign 
to the point before us; and if it be 
one of thoſe which will not bear a cri- 
tical examination, yet it hinders not, 


that others may be more happy 1 in their 


conjectures. 2 

Should our tranſlation of the ſoripe 
tures be reviſed, (which may yet be 
hoped for in Se time, tho' we are 
| deprived of the aſſiſtance of one, who 
by his hight ſation and great learning. 
was eminently qualified to patroniſe ſo 


4 Virg. Ecl. 111. | great 


(. i). 
great a work) no harm it is be hoped, 
would enſue: and might not ſome good 
be procured, were all invited to con- 


tribute their mite, and ſubmit their 


obſervations, not to the public, but to 


a ſelect committee appointed to receive 


and conſider them ?-----But I wander 
beyond my bounds, when I ought to 


confine myſelf to the ſubject of the 


Millennium. 

Dr. Hammond I know is of opi- 
nion that the thouſand years com- 
menced with Conſtantine the great; 
and Junius that they expired with 
Hildebrand, about the year MLxxv. 
But a review of theſe times is the beſt 
confutation of theſe opinions : and it 
is fo very clear that the prophecy re- 
mains Now to be fulfilled, that I ima- 
gined no one who obſerves the iniqui- 
ties of the times from the appearance 
of Chriſtianity, could conceive Satan 
to have been hitherto ever bound, but 
muſt confeſs, that as he conſtantly 
hath, he ſtill walketh about, as a 
roaring lion, ſeeking whom he may 

WD devour ; 
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devour; and that his walk has not yet 
been reſtrained, nor his appetite ſatia- 


ted. But as this gentleman ſeems to 
believe © Now to be the intermediate 
ſpace of time between. the Millennium 


and. the end. of the world,” it may not 
be amiſs to admoniſh him, and others, 
who may happea to agree with him in 


this particular, that the ſeries of the 


prophecy, the courſe and order of the 
revelation exhibited by St. John, 
evince, that the Millennium 1s yet to 
come, nay, that. the ſeventh hs 
hath not yet ſounded. 

Before I take my leave of my 1 
it may not be improper to obſerve that 
he has applyed this expreſſion, * Who 
went forth conquering, and to con- 
quer, to Chriſt: and he has good au- 
thority for ſo doing. Dr. Hammond 
and Mr. Mede, .induced probably by 
Ch. x1x. 11, where the aws is intro- 
duced * NN © err ALvror, have ſo inter — 


preted it. Dr. N. who ſuppoſes the 


2 Ch. vi. 12. 


Apocalyps 


(viii 


Apocalyps to have been written before 


1c a. &+ 


and whoſe expedition into the eaſt was 
diſgraced by the martyrdom of Igna- 
tius? His chaſtiſement of the Jews 
throughout the empire, for the rebel- 
lion of thoſe in the parts of Lybia 
about Cyrene, his conqueſts in the eaſt, 
which I apprehend to be more parti- 
cularly the apocalyptic ſcene of action, 

and 


1 
and the perſecutions, which his lieu- 
teenants and governors carried on even 
in Paleſtine, incline me to think him 
| RF the perſon here pointed out. The 
> honours he obtained of the Senate, his 
; triumphs, his pillar, all confirm what 
- 


is here ſaid . awry repos. Nay his very 

caſtern expedition, which, elated by 
| his former victories, he undertook on 
a frivolous pretence, 1s not improperly 
* +» expreſſed by 49% ww, was he nen. 
_ I know all quotations from authors 
ougnht carefully to be compared with 
the original, and that no one has a 
right to produce the authority of a- 
nother, - without conſulting him: but 
herein I confeſs myſelf ſometimes defi- 
cient; the ſmall collection of books 
which have fallen to my ſhare, and 
the diſtance I am at from any library, 
have obliged me to collect my matc- 
rials as I could find them. I am un- 
der no ſuſpicion indeed that I have 
been miſled; nor would I willingly 
miſlead my reader; yet I think he does 
right, if he is determined to take no- 
thing upon truſt, TA 
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MILLENNIUM. 


OME learned and judicious writers of 
our own church contend, that the viſions 
contained in the Apocalyps were communi- 
cated at different times; and afterwards col- 
lected into one volume, and dedicated to the 
churches of Aſia“: in like manner as Iſaiah 
and others of the prophets continued their 
prophecies through ſeveral ſucceeding reigns, 
at different times, and on divers occaſions; 
which are now tranſmitted to us blended to- 
gether in ſuch a manner, that it creates no 
imall difficulty to the interpreter, in ſome 
places, to point out to the reader their proper 
diſtinctions. But this I conceive not to have 
been the caſe; there are ſufficient intimations 
in the book itſelf, that the vifions were exhi- 
bited in their order, and that the whole Re- 
velation was communicated to St. John, in the 
iſle of Patmos, on the Lord's day, a day ſet 
apart for the duties of religion, and, as it 


a See Hammond's Premonition. 


B were, 


1 

were, particularly proper for ſuch a commu- 
nication. The book ſealed with ſeven ſeals is 
produced. The fix firſt are opened without 
any interruption ; then, after a pauſe, the ſe- 
venth ſeal is opened; under which the ſeven 
angels with their trumpets are repreſented. 
Six angels ſound, and the two former woes 
are deſcribed: the third is reſerved for the fall 
of the beaſt. After that, and not before, 
Satan is bound for a thouſand years, and the 
millennial reign of Chriſt begins. If any 
therefore would prove, that is time is not 
till to come, it is neceſſary that they ſhew the 
completion of the other parts of this pro- 
phecy leading to this event. Let them point 
out when, and in what manner, the vials were 
poured out; ſhew us the fall of Babylon, and 
the judgment of the ſcarlet whore: But if 
theſe things are not yet come to pals, the reign 
of the ſaints is not yet at our doors. 

Whether we interpret this paſſage, on 
which the doctrine of the Millennium is foun- 
ded, in a literal or metaphorical ſenſe, the 
ſeries of the prophecy is the ſame; and in 
whatever manner this part of it ſhall be ful- 
filled, doubtleſs it will be fulfilled in ſuch a 
manner, as ſhall carry with it the clcareſt 
eyidence, and conviction. We may now be 
engaged in doubtful diſputations concerning 
it; but then the truth will be manifeſt. It 
cannot be that theſe great events ſhould take 
place, and not be diſcerned by all * ; 

that 


[3/1 


that He ſhould come in the clouds, and that 
every eye ſhould not ſee him. | 

Wie here expreſſly read, that, after the 
binding of Satan for a thouſand years, the 
ſouls of them that were beheaded for the wit- 
neſs of Jeſus, and for the word of God, and 
which had not worſhipped the beaſt, neither 
his image, neither had received his mark upon 
their forcheads, or in their hands, lived and 
reigned with Chriſt a thouſand years. And 
the queſtion is, whether theſe words be capa- 
ble of any other than a literal interpretation. 
For I preſume it will, without any great diffi- 
culty, be admitted, that if any other appears 
leſs repugnant to the tenor of ſcripture, leſs 
open to objections, and at the ſame time more 
conſonant to the whole ſcope of the Apoca- 
lyps, that ſuch an one may reaſonably be pre- 
ferred. Which ever fide of the queſtion an 
author engages in, many and great are the 
authorities he muſt oppoſe ; many, and, I con- 
ceive, almoſt inſuperable Difficulties, he muſt 
contend with : Yet, if freedom of enquiry be 
guided by the love of truth, the attempt will 
be approved of, even though the execution 
be condemned. | 

Not to enter minutely into the debates 
which aroſe on this ſubject early in the chri- 
ſtian church, nor to produce al! that has been 
alledged by the contending parties, it may 
ſuffice to obſerve, that Three ſeveral opinions 
have been entertained, concerning the firſt 


Reſurrection of Saints and Martyrs; ſome 


B 2 holding 


1 


holding it to be an article of the chriſtian 
faith, ſome a damnable hereſie, and ſome a 
diſputable point. If reaſon will not permit us 
to agree with the firſt of theſe, charity, and a 
due eſteem for thoſe who have patroniſed this 
doctrine, forbids us to fall in with the ſecond ; 
but the third regularly leads us to review the 
whole argument, and to enquire in what ſenſe 
it 1s true—for in ſome it certainly is. They, 
who underſtand it literally, have the authority 
of them, which in ſome caſes would be deci- 
five, on their ſides, ſome of the more ancient 
fathers of the church. Juſtin Martyr is ex- 
preſs, that St. John ſays, they who believe in 
Chriſt, ſhall dwell a thouſand years in Jeru- 
ſalem. Irenæus vouches the tradition of Pa- 
pias from Apoſtolical authority; and is fol- 
lowed by Tertullian, Lactantius, and others; 
and in the third century it had ſuch a general 
effect, that many are ſaid to have courted 
martyrdom, in hopes of a ſhare in the firſt 
reſurrection. 

Now Juſtin, though he gives us his own ſen- 
timents, yet fairly acknowledges that others 
were of a contrary opinion ; and they, who 
are inclinable to diſpute the authority of the 
fathers, might add, that it would be time 
enough to pay an implicit deference to his 
authority in interpreting ſcripture, when we 
believe in his ſenſe of the text, that the ſons 
of God went in to the daughters of men, and 
introduce thoſe other interpretations of Juſtin 


d Gen. vi. 


Martyr, 


1 


Martyr, which, without ever looking into his 
works, Dr..Cyve in giving a fair and candid 
account of his opinions, and others whoſe aim 
it is to depreciate his credit, would eaſily fur- 
niſh them with. Were I to give a ſpecimen 
of his manner of interpreting ſcripture, I 
ſhould rather be inclined to produce that la- 
bour'd interpretation of his, of the extenſion 


, of Moſes's arms, while Joſhua was engaged 


with Amaleck; the fixing the paſchal lamb 
on the ſpit; and the horn of the unicorn; all 
which he ſuppoſes expreſſive of the figure of 
the Croſs. 

Of the few objections againſt Juſtin Martyr, 
his miſtaken interpretations of ſcripture are 
the principal ; and yet where neither his want 
of ſkill in the original language, his philoſo- 
phical notions, nor Jewiſh traditions miſlead 
him ; with what force of argument, and per- 
ſpicuity does he diſcuſs ſome of the more dith- 
cult queſtions propoſed by his ſubtile adveria- 
ries? So that what he urges againſt them in 
his own defence, is applicable to all thoſe who 
captiouſly endeavour to avail themſelves of his 
Errors. 'Qewep ap Gb jaUICH ETS To D TROFEEXETE 32 n- 
Tacd* A g puErts Thy EV KNENWGy bY de du UTIEY £49 ν,ẽHEꝓjage OS 
uy, MN H 1YO2jaevoy Tg TO ups, TWY EY WOANWY KANWY B TeFporrinale, 


Ta d unge pruatr? ü ſ̃, xa ATACKEUGL 1) UTE Ws a 
Bnua nas adwnua oTr9ulle, 


This being obſerved in general, let us now 


proceed to examine his evidence in the caſe 
before us, and ſee what it fairly amounts to. 


© Dial. cum Tryph. 


Juſtin 


N 
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Juſtin Martyr is aſked by Trypho, whether 
they (the Chriſtians) expected Jeruſalem to be 
rebuilt, and that their people ſhould be ga- 
thered together, and rejoice with Chriſt, to- 
gether with the patriarchs and prophets, with 
the Jews, and thoſe who were proſelytes be- 
tore the coming of Chriſt. He replys, that 
he, and many others are of this opinion; 
and, on the contrary, that there are many fin- 
cere and devout chriſtians that do not acknow- 
ledge it; for he had before pointed out to 
him, that all, that call themſelves chriſtians, 
did not deſerve that character; of which num- 
ber they are, who deny the reſurrection: but 
that he himſelf, and all other orthodox chri- 
ſtians, believe the reſurrection of the body; 
and that Ezechiel, Ifaiah, and others, confeſs 
that there ſhall be a thouſand years in Jeru- 
falem, rebuilt, beautified, and enlarged. This 
he endeavours to prove (after his manner) 
from Iſaiah LXV. with the aſſiſtance of Gen. 
11. 17, and Pf. xc. 4. then proceeds to ſpeak 
of St. John as propheſying, that they who 
believe in Chriſt ſhould dwell in Jeruſalem a 
thouſand years; and after that was to come 
the general judgment. Here we have the 
Martyr's opinion of this matter: He and 
many others believed it ; yet that many good 
chriſtians did not; but that all who were 
orthodox did believe the reſurrection of the 
body. And yet we cannot but obſerve that 


474 306. 


Kar- 
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Kortholtus in his annot. in locum, miſled by a 
ſingle comma, looks on this as a contradiction 
to himſelf, and affirms that he here attributes 
the opinion of the Chiliaſts to all ſound chri- 
ſtians: whereas Juſtin ſays no more than chat 
they all believe the reſurrection of the body, 
and it is hoped we may difſent from the Chi- 
liaſts, without giving up any one article of our 
creed. This doctrine, it is true, ſo far bears 
a relation to the reſurrection of the body, that 
it preſuppoſes it: yet this may be believed, 
without. admitting the other interpretation. 

Of all modern divines no one has argued 
this point, with more learning, and fobriety, 
than Mr. Mede, or has more carefully diveſted. 
the doctrine of thoſe adherents which molt 
diſgrace it. 1 confeſs him to deſerve all the 

raiſes that can be beſtowed upon him; and 
that no ſtudent in divinity ever yet applied 
himſclf to the ſtudy of his works, but he found 
the promiſe of the Syrens to Ulyſſes made 
good to him, 
A oye Tephaper® vera, x TAEOVE E20WG 

But as we mult not pay too implicit a defe- 
rence to authority, we are at liberty to re- 
ject his opinions, thould his arguments appear 
inconcluſive. 

He lays great ſtreſs on this' very paſſage of 
Juſtin ; but in order'to make him ſpeak more 
to his purpoſe, he alters the text in one place, 
and in another expreſſes more in the interpre- 


tation, than I can find in the original, 2x; % 

KU Tg Xa pc X&b evoeB2; avtwy XH. YIVWATG TETO (ll νεεiU 
© OA. M. 

Guy 


der ronpere cv. Can any words be more expreſs ? 
And yet by inſerting the negative (rw » 71; »a9.- 
zac) the whole meaning of the ſentence is in- 
verted, and thoſe fincere and devout chriſtians 
are made heretics, and unbelievers. 

Juſtin proceeds very properly and perti- 
nently to remind Trypho of what he had ſaid 
in the former part of the dialogue, that there 
were many who were chriſtians only by name, 
who did not admit the doctrine of the reſur- 
rection (and conſequently could not conſiſtently 
admit any other doctrines founded on that be- 


het) Eyw Je, al £473255 £491 opYoyrwpovs v TATE Air] i, KAI 
ZAPKOE avaracy yeorgwus mifapeyy; Kat N, ity i iip804%- 
Ac j] X&s X00 pnebo1 * TAGTUYET1 o TpoPOnTH led 
xt Hogiat, x 0 aku OPONo YET. Which Mr. Mede 
thus renders, Ego autem & fi qui ſunt per om- 
nia orthodoxæ ſententiæ chriſtiani, & carnis 
reſurrectionem futuram novimus, & mille an- 
nos in Jeruſalem inſtaurata, & exornata & di- 
lata; ſicut prophetæ Ezechiel & Iſaias, & 
alii promulgant. This interpretation of his, 
which differs little from the verſion of Langus, 
ſpeaks full to his purpoſe; but I cannot re- 
concile it to the original. Juſtin's argument 
is this, that He and all orthodox chriſtians, 
believe the reſurrection of the body; which 
is, (as one may ſay) the foundation of the 
other opinion, which he endeavours to eſta- 
bliſh, not by general conſent, but on the au- 
thority of Iſaiah, and the other prophets. 
Flace a colon, and not comma after :mraui9, 
© Gen, Xii. 
and 
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that in Thirlby's & is inſerte 


[1 
into the verſion. Allow veneeba to belong to 
the latter, as well as former part of the clauſe, 
yet all the orthodox chriſtians are no more con- 
cerned in the promulgation of the prophets, 
than they are in the Confeſſion of the Chriſti- 
ans “. 

Whoever is deſirous of ſeeing what may be 
faid on the other ſide of the queſtion, may con- 
ſult Tillotion's Rule of Faith, Part III. Sect. g 
$ 8. where I find the whole ſtreſs ot his ar- 


gument to lie on this expreſſion, P. 253. 


iger 11% HHα,ẽE&h¹ͤ;ot Y e Th i Th xdthyſiumm on 
avre, Which amounts to no more than this, we 
are confirmed in our hopes of Chriſt's pro- 
miſes, by obſerving his predictions verified, a 
truth which every chriſtian muſt ſubſcribe. 
But his Grace ſays Any one who reads the 
© antecedents and conſcquents, will plainly 
« fee that Juſtin means the hope of the Mil- 
* lennium, which he had been ipeaking of be- 
© fore“. I] have read the antecedents, and 
conſequents, and all I can collect, is, that 
Juſtin ſpeaks of the twofold coming of Chriſt, 
the former in great humility, the latter in his 
glorious Majeſty. But he proceeds“ This 
« paſſage in hand is the ſame he refers to 
« if not, 1 could wiſh to be ſhewn ſome other 
place in this dialogue, where Juſtin makes 
any ſuch declaration or intimation”. This 
indeed is the paſſage in which he ſpeaks of 


cc 


P. 246, Ed. Jebb. The other References agree with the 
Paris Edition. I here . mama 7 refer to Jchb's, becauſe | ſuſpect 
into the text, 


C thoſe 


I. 
thoſe who call themſelves chriſtians, but are 
really heretics: But as for the other refer- 
ence concerning the Millennium, without 
adopting Mr. Mede's opinion, that the paſſage 
was expunged by them, quibus Juſtinus in hac 
ſententia non placuit, two replies may be pro- 
poſed: Firſt, that it is acknowledged by Grabe 
in his Spicilegium, and others, that ſome part 
both of the firſt and ſecond dialogue is loſt 
and perhaps the paſſage here referred to. 
Secondly, that though Juſtin undertakes to 
commit to writing the ſubſtance of this con- 
ference, and therein fully to expreſs his own 
opinion in this matter, yet it is not impoſſible 
that he might omit deſignedly the firſt men- 
tion of it, for brevity ſake, as he knew, that 
in another place, it was particularly to be 
enlarged on. | 

But as the prophets are appealed to, let us 
hear their teſtimony. Ifaiah's is a deſcription 
of a bleſſed ſtate; which has not yet been en- 


joy'd; but does he add any thing concerning 


the thouſand years? not expreſily; but theſe 
words are taken from the ſeptuagint, Kare yag 
rag dige T guns vue Cong as nutpas TE AG2 2 gr. (Th; Cone 
are added by the c) If we conſider our preſent 
ſtate — "Own Tee CuMAwy Yevins roinòt u dp — We 
may eaſily underſtand what is meant by the 
days of the people being as the days of a tree', a 
longevity unknown fince the days of Noah; and 
Zone vu dens may ſignify no more than Arbor 
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* Seris factura nepotibus umbram. 
So that from hence we ſhall hardly deduce a 
Millennium. 

The next teſtimony is St. John's, of which 
we may obſerve, that as Juſtin ſays nothing of 
the Martyrs, only that the believers in Chriſt 
ſhall inhabit Jeruſalem 'a thouſand years, fo 
St. John ſays nothing of Jeruſalem, only that 
the martyrs ſhall live and reign with Chriſt. 

I have dwelt thus long on Juſtin Martyr, 
by reaſon of that deference which is due to 
him, both on account of his character, and 
antiquity; and if his evidence fails us, the 
others may he recited in a more ſummary 
manner. Irenæus is the next in order of 
time, to whom Papias may be added, whoſe 
tradition he followed, and who 1s repreſented 
as the firſt, who deviſed and propagated this 
opinion; and yet Juſtin Martyr takes not the 
leaſt notice of him. As for Irenzus, though - 
he undoubtedly believed the doctrine himſelf, 
yet it appears from his words alſo, that there 
were orthodox believers who did not embrace 
it. * Quomiam autem quidam ex his, qui pu- 
tantur recte credidifle, ſupergrediuntur ordi- 


nem promotionis juſtorum, & modos (not me- 


ditationis but) mediationis ad incorruptelam 
ignorant, hereticos ſenſus in ſe habentes, — 
He charges them as bordering upon here- 
tics, as perhaps giving too great encourage- 
ment to them who deny the reſurrection, but 
modeſtly ſays of them putantur recte credi- 


, © Geor. 2. 58. k „ 
C 2 diſſe“. 


1 

diſſe”. The ſtreſs is laid on tradition, which, 
whether handed down by Papias only, or the 
preſbyters alſo, the diſciples of the apoſtles, 
is conveyed through the ſame medium, as the 
account of our Saviour's age. They were not 
content with miſinterpreting a paſſage in Scrip- 
ture, and, becauſe the Jews told our Saviour he 
was not yet fifty years old *, from thence infer- 
ing that he was more than forty ®, “ A qua- 
s drageſimo autem & quinquagefimo anno 
«« declinat jam in ztatem ſeniorem, quam ha- 
bens Dominus noſter docebat'; but muſt 
alſo lay claim to an oral tradition from St. John 
himſelf, and other apoſtles. «+ Omnes ſeniores 
e teſtantur, qui in Aſi apud Joannem diſcipu- 
lum Domini convenerunt, id ipſum tradi- 
« difie eis Joannem”.—Quidam autem eorum 
* non ſolum Joannem ſed & alios apoſtolos vi- 
« derunt, & hæc eadem ab ipſis audierunt, & 
ce teſtantur de ejuſmodi relatione?s “ 

Let the patrons of tradition get over this as 
they can. It happens fortunately for us, that 
this admirable tradition thus delivered down, 
relating to our preſent ſubject, is preſerved 
entire; ſo that we need not have recourſe to 
Euſebius, to prove Papias oÞodpe jprorpey Eck Toy very 
but produce it as it ſtands, L. 5. c. 3. 

4 « Venient dies, in quibus vineæ naſcentur 
te ſingnlz, decem millia palmitum habentes, 


* John viii. 57. b Lib. 2. c. 39. © Ibid. 
4 Does not this put you in mind of Mahomet's Angel in the 7th 


heaven, with 70,000 heads, and every head had 70,000 tongues, 


and every tongue fpoke diſtinctly 70,000 languages at once : 
irg. Non inihi fi linguæ centum ſint, oraque centum 


6 & 
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6 & in uno palmite dena millia brachiorum, 
« & in uno brachio dena millia flagellorum, 
:“ dena millia botruum, & in unoquoque 
© botru dena millia acinorum, & unum quod- 
« que acinum expreſſum dabit viginti quinque 
« metretas vini; & cum eorum apprehenderit 
e aliquis ſanctorum botrum, alius clamabit 
e botrus, ego melior ſum, me ſume, per. me 
«© Dominum benedic”, 

Txdet iſta puerilia tanto conatu—lt was in 
the life-time of Juſtin Martyr, when the con- 
troverſy ran fo high between the eaſtern and 
weſtern churches, concerning the celebration 
of Eaſter, when both fides laid claim to apoſ- 
tolical tradition: So that it is no wonder that 
Irenzus, in points of leſs public notoriety, 
ſhould quote the ſame authority with the ſame 
degree of uncertainty. 


Ferrea vox &c. 
Ovid. Met. Tria Cerberus extulit ora 
Et tres latratus ſimul edidit. 
Hudibras, His Speech. 
In loftineſs of ſound was rich: 
A babyloniſh dialect, 
Which learned Pedants much affect; 
It was a party-colour'd dreſs 
Of patch'd and py-bald Janguages : 
"Twas engliſh cut on greek and latin, 
Like fuſtian heretofore on ſattin. . 
It had an odd. promiſcuous tone, 
As if h* had talk'd three parts in one; 
Which made ſome think when he did gabble 
Th' had heard three labourers of Babel, 
Or Cerberus himſelf pronounce 
A leaſh of languages at once. 
All this falls as ſhort of the one, as Alcinous's gardens do 
of the other. Hom. Odyſ. H. 
The 
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The errors of Tertullian are ſo well known, 
that little weight can be added by Him, to 

_ thoſe opinions which he held in common with 
others, when he had ſo many peculiar to him- 
ſelf. Yet being by birth a Carthaginian, it is 
moſt probable, that thoſe notions, which Mr. 3 
Dodwell ſays *, prevailed ſo much in the days © 
of Cyprian, were collected from his works, 
No one indeed was better verſed in his writ= 
ings than St. Cyprian himſelf, and yet he is 
remarked not to have imbibed his errors. 
What then are we to conclude from his filence 
on this Subject? That the omiſſion was caſual, 
or that this opinion of Tertullian was rejected 
amongſt his errors? Had it been Cyprian's 
alſo, He could no where more properly have 
preſſed it, than in his treatiſe de Martyrio, 
in which there is not one word tending to- 
Ht wards it: nay though he quotes Apoc. xx. 4. 
[ he ſays nothing of the thouſand years, and 
1 \ only collects from thence, that Martyrs and 
{ confeſſors are ranked in the fame claſs. And 
111 as for the martyrs and confeſſors of his days, 
let me not lay more to their charge than may 
be collected from his works. The learned 
Dodwell indeed obſerves, that this belief had 
an effect on their conduct; to which he adds 
another error, that they believed ſix thouſand 
years to be nearly expired from the creation; 
and that the end of the world was near at hand. 
On this ſubject Lactantius is expreſs; and it 
appears that Cyprian was of the ſame opinion'. 


b Ad Demetrianum. Quia jam mundi finis in proximo eſt, 


But 
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But Mr. Dodwell paſſes the ſame cenſure on 
them all', Tam ut minus vere fuifſent hz 


chriſtianorum opiniones. In theſe days the 


longæ pacis mala“ began viſibly to appear in 
doctrine as well as diſcipline; a relaxation 
from perſecution, for about thirty-eight years, 


had abated much of the primitive vigor and 


Spirit of chriſtianity; and I am afraid that, 
as, in ſome inſtances, their practice was highly 
blameable ; ſo in others their opinions were of 
little weight. Rather than dive into the ſecret 
Hiſtory of thoſe times, and lay open to the 
reader various ſcenes of ſedition, arrogance 

and Juſt, I will. only refer him to Cyprian's 
10th epiſtle, to Dodwell's third Diſſertation, 


2 and to the XXIId, XXIIId, and XXVIIth 


epiſtles in Fell's edition. 

Contemporary with our Cyprian of Carthage, 
was Dionyſius of Alexandria, who was par- 
ticularly engaged 1n a conteſt with the mille- 
naries, whoſe errors had been induſtriouſly 
propagated in Egypt, on the authority of ſome + 
writings of Nepos, who ſeems to have carried 
the matter higher than any who had writ be- 
fore him; and ſuperadded to, his plan all thoſe 
exceptionable tenets, by which the doctrine 
which he found erroneous, he rendered con- 
temptable. This engaged Dionyſius in the 
controverſy, and being ſucceſsful in his diſ- 
putations, for the eſtabliſhment of the true 
doctrine in future times, he writ in defence of 


© Diſſert, XII, 8. 27. « Juv. Sat. 6. 
run 
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the queſtion which he had before diſcuſſed ; 


and goes fo far as to deny the' Apocalyps to 
be the genuine work of St. John. An in- 
ſtance this perhaps of human frailty, by 
which men of the greateſt learning and abili- 
ties. are provoked, in the heat of a diſpute, to 
run into contrary extremes. Nay farther, 
this is, perhaps, not the only inſtance, in which 
this obſervation may be verified in the perſon 


of Dionyſius; though it is the only one which 


he did not retract. 

Thus ſtood the controverſy after the middle 
of the third century: Nor need we deſcend 
any lower ; as the opinions of ſucceeding wri- 
ters, borrowed from thoſe who went before 
them, may ſwell a catalogue, but add little 
weight to their authority. 

After this review, if we give our opinion of 


theſe matters fairly, and without reſerve, it 


will amount to this: The doctrine concerning 
the millennial reign of Chriſt appeared very 
early in the Church; and was built on a two- 
fold foundation: firſt on the interpretation of 
thoſe paſſages in the prophets, which fore- 
told the reſtoration of the kingdom to Iſrael, 
inforced by this text of St. John: The ſecond 
from oral tradition, pretended to be delivered 
down by St. John from our Lord himſelf : 
yet that it never generally prevailed, nor was 
it in the purer ages received as the doctrine of 


the CHURCH. 


Mr. Mede indeed goes ſo far as to ſay, that 


they of a contrary opinion could defend them 


ſelves 
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ſelves only by denying the Apocalyps to be 
ſcripture *. Quam tame n primorum chriſtia- 
norum ſententiam rejecerunt eorundem poſt 
unum & alterum ſeculum poſteri: couſque 
tamen, priuſquam res confici potuit, progreſſo 
contentionis ardore, ut qui aliter ſeſe ab ad- 
verſariæ ſententiæ vi, Apocalypſeos funda- 
mento ſubnixa expedire nequiſſent, Pro- 
phetiam in dubium potius vocare, quam ſuc- 
cumbere, & victas manus dare maluerint: do- 
nec tandem commodam millennii iſtius inter- 
pretationem (ut ipſi quidem rebantur) nacti, 
incolumi relicta apocalypſeos authoritate, ab 
incepto quieverunt. But if Dionyſius fell into 
this error, we have no reaſon to believe it ge- 
neral. He eſpouſed it in the heat of his diſpute 
with the Diſciples of Nepos: But were the 
Allegoriſts, againſt whom Nepos wrote, of 
the ſame opinion ? Truly if they had thought 
the Apocalyps not to have been St. John' S, 
they were under no neceſſity of interpreting 
any paſſage in it allegorically, but might at 
once have rejected the whole book, as not de- 
ſerving any interpretation, 

From the account of the controverſy be- 
tween Dionyſius and the followers of Nepos, 
(for it ſeems that his opinions were molt eſ- 
pouſed aſter his death,) it is very clear, that 
matters were then in the church in much the 
ſame fituation, as they had been one hundred 
years before; ſome underſtanding St. John in 
a literal, ſome in an allegorical ſenſe : the for- 

a . 3. Fo 2: £88 03h» 
D mer 


Broan 


mer appears by the expreſs teſtimony of Juſtin; 
the latter by Nepos ſtiling his book ay; an 
yurrw,, Which he would never have done, had he 
not thought the Allegoriſts numerous, and 
conſiderable enough to deſerve a confutation : 
as on the other hand Dionyſius would not have 
been alarmed, in that he was followed by 
whole churches, had his been the received 
doctrine of that age. 

Yet this millennial notion ſeemed ſo early 
to prevail, that perhaps there might have 
been ſome particular circumſtances, which 
prepared mens minds for its reception. Not 
the orthodox only, but heretics alſo ran into 
the ſame opinion; and Cerinthus is ſaid to 
have advanced it, as well as St. John. If the 
tradition be really Jewiſh, and not apoſtoli- 
cal, we at once ſee from what quiver theſe ar- 
rows were drawn. But I have been frequently 
induced to ſuſpect, it not another original, yet 
at leaſt another channel, through which this 
doctrine was derived, even the Metempſychoſis 
of Pythagoras, which makes no inconſidera- 
ble figure in the Philoſophy of Plato. The 
doctrine indeed is different. He does not ſay 
that any ſhall live again a thouſand years, but 
that after a thouſand years they ſhall live again. 
Two bY X4079 ET 2NTpwory TY g ture is εhαναν]⁰οο e . Yet he 
iays {o much of the Tepioow νẽͤ, that they 
who had been bred up in his philoſophy, 
might have been the more inclinable to fayour 


* Phad. 249. Scrran, ſee Lib. x. de repub. 
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any thing, which bore any ſimilitude to the 
dogmata of their former maſter. I know the 
philoſophers are ſuppoſed to have borrowed 
many of theirs from the Jews; as the chriſti- 
ans were theirs from the philoſophers; and 
if I forget not, this is proved at large in 
Gale's Court of the Gentiles. And the modi 
mediationis ad incorruptelam, which many 
ſober chriſtians ſeemed to know nothing of, 
may perhaps be traced from the ſame fountain. 


Donec longa dies perfefto temporis orbe 
Concretam exemit labem, purumque — 
Athereum ſenſum, atque aurai fimplicis ignem. 
Has omnes ubi MILLE rotam votvere per annos. 


Supera ut convexa revifant 
Rurſus, & incipiant in corpora velle revertt*. 


I might here proceed to enumerate the ob- 
jections raiſed againſt the literal interpreta- 
tion, both from reatoa and (cripture; ſome 
of them muſt be produced in the coule of this 
argument; therefore I wave them now: and 
having got over thoſe authorities which Jay as 
a dead weight againſt us, made heavier ſtill by 
the hand of thoſe who held the balance; I 
proceed to ſhew in what ſenſe St. John may 
be fairly underſtood, fo as to be contiftent 
with himſelf, and the Whole tenor. of his pro- 
phecy. I before intimated, that the vifion is 
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entire; the ſeveral parts of it exactly agree, 
and wonderfully unite to complete the whole. 
The little book is only explanatory of the lar- 
er volume, and contains the hiſtory at length 
of the beaſt and his allies, and more particu- 
larly deſcribes thoſe events which precede the 
ſeventh trumpet; under which we are ſhewn 
the various modes of the deſtruction of the 

| beaſt and his empire. It is out of all doubt, 
or at leaſt it 1s not in this place to be proved, 
that the one thouſand two hundred and ſixty 
years reign of the beaſt expires with the ſecond 
woe; and it is equally clear that the third 
quickly followeth ; and that on the ſounding 
of the next trumpet, the kingdoms of this 
world become the kingdoms of our Lord, and 
of his Chriſt. The firſt ſcene exhibited in 
the little book is the deſolation of the holy city, 
for forty-two months, and the propheſying 
of the witneſſes, for 1260 days, which both 
agree with the former time. Towards the 
end of their prophecy the beaſt makes war 
againſt them, and deſtroys them; but after 
three days and an half they revive, and are 
received into heaven. Let it here be obſerved, 
that this is the laſt exploit of the beaſt: it is 
his firſt appearance on the ſtage, and we hear 
much of him afterwards ; but the date of his 
reign makes this aſſertion clear, (for the bat- 
tle at Armageddon is only the laſt effort of the 
expiring monſter.) It will, I hope, be allowed 
me, and I think it is allowed on all hands, 
that the two Prophets repreſent a ſmall num- 
ber, 


1 

ber, in a general apoſtaſy, profeſſing the true 
religion; and that their death and reſurrection 
is entirely metaphorical; and that their aſcen- 
ſion into heaven, as in the following chapter, 
the taking up of the child unto the throne of 
God, muſt mean he divine protection. Here 
then for a while the ſouls of the righteous are 
in the hand of God; and no harm ſhall hap- 
pen unto them, whilſt we learn the fate of 
their perſecutors. It is ſummed up in the two 
laſt verſes of the nineteenth chapter. They 
- are utterly deſtroyed, and Satan is bound for 
M years. Then they who had been lain for 
the witneſs of Jeſus, the Marre, whoſe fate 
we had before related, with all thoſe who had 
not ſubmitted to the beaſt, eco X24 ePaomnuoay* 
all which has been ſaid amounts to this. The 
time allotted for the prophecy of the witneſles, 
and tyranny of the beaſt, is the ſame. He 
deſtroys the witneſſes; (Mai is the word) 
but atter three days and halt he,: Cong ex Ot c- 
der or avrss, Thele certainly ſuffered d mw wapro- 
pz Ino, & revived, and the ſeries of the viſion 
prevents not, nay, requires their being the 
ſame. The ſecond woe relates to the diſtreſs 
of- the church; the third, to the deſtruction of 
the beaſt: The church cannot properly be ſaid 
to be freed from her diſtreſs, while the beaſt 
ſurvives: on the recovery of the witneſſes, it 
is expreſsly ſaid, that the ſecond woe is paſt: 
and on the deſtruction of the beaſt, theſe wit- 
neſſes lived, and reigned. 


2 Ch. xi. 3,—13. 15. a 
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Nothing can be more certain, than that 
they who are laſt mentioned, as living and 
reigning with Chriſt, they who had not 
worſhiped the beaſt, neither his image, nei- 
ther had received his mark upon their fore- 
heads, nor in their hands, muſt be they who 
had lived under the dominion of the beaſt : in 
them there was ſome merit in not receiving 
his mark, and refuſing to ſubmit to his de- 
crees. To all others they were a mere brutum 
fulmen. In deſcribing thoſe who were to be 
admitted to ſo great a privilege, as living and 
reigning with Chriſt, the apoſtle would not 
have ſingled out them, who, by reaſon of the 
times in which they lived, or the doctrine of 
the church under which they lived, were under 
no temptation of receiving the mark of the 
beaſt, and conſequently ſhewed no virtue in, 
rejecting it. He muſt mean to ſhew the re- 
ward of thoſe, who in the times of a general 
corruption, ſuch as is before deſcribed, had 
preſerved their purity. From whence we may 
fairly argue, that thoſe who were ſlain for the 
witneſs of Jeſus, were the witneſſes, who be- 
fore had been ſlain. Thoſe laſt mentioned 
are they who had been treated of in a former 
chapter relating to the beaſt, and conſequently 
ſo are the firſt; and this will ſeem the leſs 
ſtrange, if we recollect that it was before inti- 
mated to us, that the ſpirit of life had entered 
into them. 

According to the literal interpretation all 
true chriſtians who lived before the appear- 

ance 


. 


ance of the beaſt, or out of the reach of his 


juriſdiction, unleſs they dyed martyrs, nay 
all the faithful under the old teſtament, are 
excluded from a ſhare in the firſt reſut rection. 
We are told indeed that they without us ſhall 
not be made perfe&; * but it would be a 
ſtrange conceit, that the moſt deſerving chriſ- 
tians ſhall (without them) obtain ſo great a 
reward. 

It may be perhaps not unworthy of obſer- 
vation, that in the x1th chapter there is a 
ſudden tranfition from narrative to viſion. 
The Office, character, and fate of the wit- 
neſſes is foretold by the Angel, when on a 
ſudden the tenſe is changed from the ſuture 
to the perfect. The dead bodies, of whom 
it is ſaid they ſhould lie unburied three days 
and an half, are exhibited as before the 
Apoſtles eyes, and my:vpc Cong t. Vev £7 αοντννe. It 
is no longer the prediction of the Angel, 
but their reſurrection is repreſented to him 
in viſion. But we need not from theſe cir- 
cumſtances, or any affinity between this vi- 
ſion and that famous one in Ezechiel, collect 
that the reſurrection here is metaphorical ; 
for I think it is allowed on all hands: What 
I want to be convinced of is, that as cir- 
cumſtances here evince it to be figurative, 
ſo there are others in the twentieth 
chapter, which prove that to be real. The 
beaſt, the Falſe prophet, the ſlaughter of 
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their allies by the ſword, proceeding out of 
the mouth of him who ſat on the horſe, are 
all metaphorical, why therefore muſt the firſt 
reſurrection, and the revival of the reſt af- 
ter the expiration of one thouſand years (whom 
I take to be the xn of the laſt verſe of the 
former chapter) be conſidered as incapable 
of a figurative interpretation? It is there 
faid * o. hore anmrartrous, here they are again in- 
troduced „ O. Os Acros Twy vexgwy B% avi lnoar i redn ra 
xh ru. Nothing intervenes between the de- 
ſtruction of the beaſt, and the reſurrection 
of the witneſſes, but the deſtruction of the 
worſhipers of his image, and the binding of 
Satan for M years. The beaſt, and falſe 
prophet are caſt into the lake of fire; and 
their ſcene is cloſed. Their adherents are 
only ſaid to be ſlain. The dragon is as yet 
but bound for M years, during which 
time the true ſervants of Chriſt live and 
reign with him : but the ſervants of the beaſt, 
who were lain, recover not, till the M 
years are expired; then they make one ge- 
neral effort without ſucceſs: They are de- 
ſtroyed by fire from heaven; and the Devil 
is caſt into the lake of fire and brimſtone, 
where his inſtruments went before. Then 
follows the general judgment, and Death the 
laſt enemy is deſtroyed. What is there in 
all this that prevents the fr. reſurrection 
from being allegorical? Or why need we 
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ſuppoſe that the reſt of the dead muſt be un- 
derſtood literally to live again? There is a- 
nother ſcene to be exhibited before the dead, 
ſmall and great, ſtand before God. That 
indeed is a deſcription of a general judgment; 
but  7heſe are to enliſt under the banners of 
Gog and Magog, and once more ſhew their 
enmity to the kingdom of Chriſt. It is tarther 
obſervable that his ſervants S, «as ga. 
The remnant that were ſlain by the ſword 
Proceeding out of the mouth of him who 
fat upon the horſe (which well expreſſes a 
figurative death 0) un ars ,n , iu r. T& , dern. 
The firſt lived and reigned; the ſecond only 
lived again. 

Mr. Mede contends that the reſt of the dead 
muſt be conſidered as ſpoken of literally; 
from thence concluding, that in true criticiſm 
the others can admit only of a like interpre- 
tation: meaning, I ſuppoſe, that in the ſame 
clauſe the fame expreſſions muſt admit only 
of the fame ſignification. 

* Annon reſurrectio prima, et reſurrectio 
ſecunda ovraxs ſunt ? cur igitur hinc non majori 
yerifimilitudine argumentart mihi liceret, cum 
reſutrrectio ſecunda corporalis fit, ideo ſimili- 
ter primam quoque corporalem eſſe? Adde 
vim locutionis adverſativz, anime, inquit eo- 
rum, &c, revixerunt, &c, reliqui vero mor- 
tuorum non revixerunt donec conſummarentur 
mille anni. Quis hinc non ſtatim colligit, 
revictionem ſeu refurrecionem utramque 

V. 12. Þ See Heb. 4. 12. Book HI. P+ 572 
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os 
uniuſmodi eſſe? * Annon id poſtulare videtur 
locutionis iſtiuſmodi adverſativæ uſus ? 

To which we may reply, firſt, that there 
are paſſages to be found, in which expreſſions 
of the ſame import are to be taken, ſome 
figuratively, ſome literally, in the ſame 
ſentence. Let us try how, far this will hold 
in the ſecond commandment, ** Who viſiteth 
the fins of the fathers upon the children 
ce unto the third and fourth generation of them 
e that hate him; and ſheweth mercy unto 
** thouſands in them that love him.” It may 
be preſumed that the viſitation of the fins was 
intended to be underſtood literally ; but when 
God ſpeaks of the thouſandth generation of 
them that love him, it 1s numerus certus pro 
incerto: It being not to be ſuppoſed that the 
world is to laſt one thouſand generations ; 
which, allowing thirty years to each genera- 
tion, is thicty thouſand years. What then 
becomes of the tradition of the houſe of 
Elias, —ſex mille annos durat mundus : yet 
this falls infinitely ſhort of the time of the 
millennium only, ſhould we interpret the 
r N ern, as We do the three years and half; 
that is, prophetic years, a day for a year, 
== 200,000. 

Secondly, He is miſtaken in calling the 
revival of the re/t of the dead the ſecond re- 
ſurrection; for I repeat it again, another 
ſcene is to be exhibited, in which theſe are to 
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be principal actors, before the general reſur- 
rection. 

But chiefly, I here freely confeſs, revictionem 
ſeu reſurrectionem utramque eſſe uniuſmodi : 
the firſt revival is figurative, and fo is the 
ſecond. The amnruyz Of the ſecond death, 
and firſt reſurrection may, no doubt, be car- 
ried too far; but this we may affirm, that 
the * 5 Yor Ovar, tho' it be an expreflion fa- 
miliar to the Jews, is certainly metaphorical; 
that the firſt death, and the ſecond reſurrec- 
tion (neither of which expreſſions are here 
uſed;) have a ſtrict and literal meaning : Let 
others conſider, whether the azz; 5 r does 
not differ as much from the ſecond returrec- 
tion, as 9:1:p Nals does from the firſt death. 

It is admitced that the time of the wit- 
neſſes, and the power of the beaſt, is the ſame. 
Mr. Mede * therefore collecting from the 
xith chapter, that the witneſſes are called, 
and the dominion of the beaſt ſhaken, before 
the ſeventh trumpet ſounds; and allowing the 
vials to be the ſeven degrees of the ruin of 
the beaſt, concludes the laſt vial only to be 
coincident with the ſeventh trampet. And 
leſt it ſhould be argued, that as the fe- 
venth ſeal contains ſeven trumpets, 1o doth 
the ſeventh trumpet {even vials, he replys, 
that the viſion of the vials is part of the 
book prophecy, and not of the prophecy of 
the ſeals, In both theſe particulars I dit- 
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ſent from him, not out of an affectation of ſin- 
gularity, or for the ſake of ſerving an hy- 
potheſis, but I here remark it, becauſe I 
think that a cloſe attention to the xith 
chapter will regularly lead us to the inter- 
pretation of the xxth: * On the expiration 
of three days and an half, the ſixth trum- 
pet endeth : The revival and aſcenſion of the 
witneſſes, the earthquake and its effects, the 
end of the ſecond woe, and the commencement 
of the third, all falling Out „ :zcwn n dpa. Þ 

And as for the book prophecy, as He terms 


it, the contents of the B&ap3u are diſcloſed 


in part of the xith, and in the x11th, and 
x111th chapters; the other part of this pro- 
phecy being entirely appropriated to the ſe- 
yen ſeals, not excluſive of the little book, 
but in as much as the little book contains 
only a more particular account of the ſtate 
of the church under the two former woes, 
which is alſo treated of in the larger vo- 
lume. The codicil has nothing farther to do 
with the laſt trumpet, than as it delineates 
thoſe for whom the third woe is reſerved. 
It contains the period of 1260 days, in which 
the witneſſes 2 in ſackcloth, the wo- 
man finds refuge in the wilderneſs, and the 
beaſt hath power to make war. In the x1th 
— the ſequel is anticipated; the wit- 
neſſes revive on the expiration of the ſecond 
woe, and on the ſounding of the ſeventh 


Ch. x1. 11. V. 15. 
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* 
trumpet, the heavenly choir proclaim the 
the kingdoms of this world to be our Lora's 
and his Chriſt's: How, and in what manner 
is reſumed in the x1vth chapter: then after 
an exhibition of various ſcenes, all tending 
to the ſame end, the beaſt is finally deſtroyed, 
and Satan bound. What might reaſonably 
be expected on ſuch an event, is, that they 
who had been perſecuted by the beaſt ſhould 
thrive on his deſtruction. Theſe were the 
Maprugs, Ch. XI. and they who retuſed 
to receive the mark of the beaſt, Ch. 
X11I, and here we find our hopes and expec- 
tations anſwered. Theſe lived and reigned 
with Chriſt, * We read expreſsly, Ch. xIII. 
of a beaſt, who cauſed that as many as would 
not worſhip the image of the beaſt ſhould 
be killed, and that all ſhould receive a mark 
in their right hand, and in their foreheads : 
And here we find joined with them that were 
beheaded for the witneſs of Jeſus, and for 
the word of God, them which had not 
worſhiped the beaſt, nor his image, neither 
had received his mark upon their foreheads, 
or in their hands. Theſe then are the ſame 
perſons who before were introduced ; and 
conſequently this is the ſequel to the thir- 
teenth chapter. And if this part of the pro- 
phecy truly goes on with the hiſtory of the 
beaſt, and the latter part of the verſe relates 
to thoſe who had refuſed to worſhip him, 
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and receive his, mark, where can we ſo pro- 
perly look for thoſe ho Were TeriAnioperu d Thy 
papropes len as in the place where we have an 
account of the Maprizs, of whom it is ſaid, 
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This is what J have endeavoured to prove, 
or rather offer to the conſideration of the 
reader. The few who have already conſi- 
dered theſe matters will ſcarce find ſufficient 
reaſon here to give up their former opinions. 
The haſty reader will not give himſelf time 
to obſerve the ſeries of the prophecy, and 
thereby be deprived of the beſt key for in- 
terpreting it. If any, after examining what 
is here laid down, form different concluficns, 
they will yet have no reaſon to complain; if 
they have hereby been led to ſearch into a 
a queſtion ſo nearly allied to great and fun- 
damental truths. 

Should any adhere to the literal ſenſe, be- 
cauſe they think this too bold a metaphor, 
they have not conſidered the genius of the 
prophetic writers, among whom the images 
of light and darkneſs, of life and death, are 
in a manner familiar; I will not add, pecu- 
liar, becauſe both Greek and Latin authors 
abound with the ſame expreſſions, and apply 
them generally to proſperous, and unfortunate 
events, tho' not with the ſame dignity, nor 


an equal degree of propriety. I ſpeak not of 
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the poets, tranſlations being almoſt eſſential 
to poetry; but other inſtances of this kind 
Occur. | 

Quæ memoria, quz vis ingenii, quæ mag- 
nitudo obſervantiz tot tantiſque beneficiis re- 
ſpondere poterit? Qui mihi primus afflito 
et jacenti '- - - fidem dextramque porrexit : 
qui me a morte ad vitam, a deſperatione ad 
ſpem, ab exitio ad ſalutem revocavit. ,» 

Theſe are not the words of a chriſtian 
writer, but of the Roman Orator to the 
Senate, on his reſtoration to his rank and 
dignity ; who deſcribes his recall from baniſh- 
ment as a return from death to life, in ex- 
preſſions far ſuperior to the occaſion, and at 
leaſt applicable to greater benefits than it 
ever entered into the heart of Cicero to 
conceive. 

But to return to the ſcriptures: The firſt 
place in the bible, in which any mention is 
made of death, is Gen. 2. 17. where we 
muſt not underſtand it in the ſtrict proper 
acceptation of the word. In the day thou 
eateſt thereof, in dying thou ſhalt die: Which 
threat was abundantly verified on the tranſ- 
greſſion of our firſt parents; yet Adam lived 
nine hundred and thirty years. And in every 
ſenſe, in which it may be ſaid, In Adam all died, 
in the fame it is true, that In Chrift all ſhall 
be made alive: for, as the prophet expreſſes 
himſelf, * The people that walked in dark- 
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neſs have ſeen a great light; They that dwell 
in the land of the ſhadow of death, upon 
them hath the light ſhined. But the viſion 
of Ezechiel * in the valley of bones is more 
applicable to our preſent purpoſe, where the 
Allegory is carried on regularly thro” ſeveral 
verſes; and if it be deſigned only to foretell 
the return of the Jews from their captivity, 
yet the ſtrength and beauty of the deſcription 
is ſufficiently apparent; and, for that reaſon 
> it would in this place be properly re- 
ferred to: But if it contains a farther mean- 
ing, and ſhould be extended to their future 
reſtoration, it will more ſtrongly illuſtrate 
this viſion of St. John's, and add a force to 
the images here introduced. 

We ſhould {ſpeak at leaſt improperiy, ſhould 
we fay, he took his deſcriptions from Ezechiel, 
or any other of the prophets; for he deſerib- 
ed his viſions, as they were repreſented to his 
imagination; and they did the ſame: Vet as 
there were ſelect i images of a determined fig- 
nification in ue among the prophets, when 
their genius was leſs confined ; it is not in- 
conceivable, that in repreſenting and diſcloſing 
the decrees of Heaven, a conformity ſhould 
alſo be obſcrved in thoſe viſione, which were 
intended for future inſtruction. The ſame 
holy ſpirit ſpake by the prophets in all ages; 
and ſimilar repreſentations exhibited to diffe- 
rent perſons, in different ages, ſhew that they 
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were guided by the ſame ſpirit, and are mu- 
tually explanatory of each other. | 
To apply this remark to our preſent pur- 
poſe: if the general reſtoration of the Jews 
from their ſeveral difperfions be foretold by 
Ezechiel under the foure of a reſurrection, 
if it be deſcribed as ſuch by Ifaiah, * and St. 
Paul, on the ſame topic expreſſes their con- 
verſion by | Life from the dead, where is 
the wreſting of ſcripture, if we contend 
that St. John by a like deſcription had a 
ſimilar event in view ? 


But authors always are allowed to be the 


beſt interpreters of their own words; and 
the more obſure paſſages in their works re- 
ceive lizht from others which are more clear 
and intelligible. If this then is not the only 
place, in which St. John ſpeaks of a two- 
fold reſurrection, the one figurative, of thoſe, 
who (as St. Paul expreſſes himſelf) were 
dead in treſpaſſes and fin ; the other, literal 
and univerſal, at the laſt day; we may 
from hence learn the true import of 
THE FIRST RESURRECTION. I mean our 
Saviour's words in the 5th chapter of St. 
John's goſpel ; which tho' they follow in the 
ſame diſcourſe, with great ſimilitude of ex- 
preſſion, yet relate to two very different 
ſubjects, and are ſufficiently diſtin and in- 
telligible. Eras #5, 
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And if any ſtreſs be laid on this expreſſion 
in the Apocalyps, -n ſuch the ſecond death 
has no power, —We will oppoſe 845 ue Bx tpxeron 
in the verſe next before that firſt quoted. 

Two texts from St. Paul are produced in 
favour of a literal interpretation. The firſt 
is 1ſt Thes. Iv. 16, The dead in -Chriſt 
ſhall riſe FIRST; but the wr» there uſed fo 
manifeſtly relates to «wa the very next word, 
and the antitheſis ſo ſtrongly lies between 
them which are aſleep and us who are alive, 
that a prior reſurrection of the juſt cannot 
from hence be inferred. The other paſſage 
appears, and only appears rather more to the 
pur poſe. 4 Exaro; & Tw Wha Ta&yKGTs CworoinNne cr. The 
order obſerved being, firſt Chriſt, afterwards 
they that are Chriſt's; then comes the end, 
which amounts to this, all in their order ſhall 
be made alive, —Chriſt is riſen, they that are 
his ſhall ariſe at his ſecond coming to judge 
the world, after which his mediatorial king- 
dom ſhall end; ſo that here we can diſcover 
no ſecond reſurrection, Mr. Mede, referring 
to this very chapter, obſerves that the Apoſtle 
nowhere aſſerts chat the reſurrection of the 
dead ſhall be momentary, but that we ſhall 
be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye. 
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His obſervation is true: but the Apoſtle 
adds, —at the laſt trump: for the trumpet ſhall 
ſound, and the dead ſhall be raiſed incorrupti- 
ble, and we ſhall be changed; with which 
paſſage let us compare that firſt quoted from 
the Theſſalonians, and then conſider whether 
the objection of Mr. Mede's correſpondent 
was not well grounded, who ſuppoſed the 
reſurrection, as well as our change, to be one 
ſingle act. 

But when is this change to be wrought, 
at the firſt, or ſecond reſurrection? If you 
ſay at the firſt; that is contrary to the ex- 

reſs words of ſcripture; for we are taught, 
that * when this corruptible ſhall have put 
on incorruption, and this mortal ſhall have 
put on immortality, then ſhall be brought 
to paſs the ſaying that is written, Death ſhall 
be ſwallowed up in victory: and that muſt 
be at the general reſurrection : when Death 
and Hell are caſt into the lake of fire. lt 
mulſt therefore be at the ſecond ; which be- 
ing admitted, another queſtion ariſes,---how 
are the living to be ditpoſed of, during the 
millennial reign of Chirſt, and his ſaints? He 
himſelf in a parable ſhews that the wheat 
and tares, that is, the children of the king- 
dom, and the children of the wicked one, 
are to continue 'till the harveſt, which he 
interprets the end of the world; and yet St. 
John ſays, that over the ſubjects of the firſt 


reſurrection, the ſecond death hath no power. 
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The doctrine of the reſurrection, as generally 


recerved, is clear and uniform; let us not 
lay aſide a plain unerring rule, and adopt an 
opinion involved in a thouſand difficulties, 
on the authority of one paſſage in a book 
myſterious and allegorical throughout, and, 
in many places, unintelligible. 

Gabriel Towerſon, * a grave author, in his 
explication of this article of the reſurrection 
in the Apoſtles creed, after quoting the a- 
bove texts, and others to the ſame purpoſe, 
and taking notice of this paſſage in the re- 
velations, adds theſe memorable words, which 
fo ſtrongly corroborate what I have been 
faying on this ſubject, that I ſhall deſire leave 
to produce them.* As what was before 
« ſo diſtinctly affirmed concerning the riſing 
« of all men together, ought not lightly ei- 
& ther to be doubted of or denied; fo much 
&« leſs upon the account of fo obſcure a book 
* as the Revelations, and which under ty- 
« pes and parables delivers many things, 
« which have a ſenſe vaſtly different from 
* thoſe modes of ſpeech, under which they 
« are expreſſed,” 

—------ * Conſidering the general dark- 
« neſs of that book, and the enigmaticalneſs 
« of its expreſſions, nothing can be conclud- 
« ed from it againſt more clear and and diſ- 
« tinct declarations elſe where: and the re- 
« ſurrection of all at the general judgment 
therefore ſtands as ſafe and untouched, as 
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ES. 
te as if it had no ſuch umbrage to obſcure or 
cc invalidate it.” | | 
It may now perhaps be expected that I 
give my own ſentiments at large, and ſhew 
not only what is not, but what is ſuppoſed 
to be contained in the place before us. What 


I contend for is, that the firſt reſurrection is 


not to be underſtood literally ; and that here 
nothing more is expreſſed, than that the 
enemies of Chriſt being deſtroyed, and the 
power of Satan reſtrained, the Church ſhall en- 
Joy, for a determined time, an uninterrupted 
1 05 Were I to indulge my own ſpecu- 
ations, I might ſeem to ſee Mahometaniſm 
extirpated, Popery reformed, and the whole 
Church in general, both in manners and dif- 
cipline, enjoying a more than primitive purity. 
I could hope that our daily prayers would 
at length be anſwered, and that all who pro- 
feſs and call themſelves chriſtians would be 
led in-into the way of truth, and hold the 
faith in unity of ſpirit, in the bond of peace, 
and righteouſneſs of life, unmoleſted by ene- 
nies without, unhurt by internal divifions, 
More than this is not from hence to be gas 
thered ; but as I take this to relate to that pe- 
riod, Ch. x1. 15. in which the Angels pro- 
claim the kingdoms of this world to be our 
Lords's and his Chriſt's, the ſcene is en- 
larged, and all the ancient prophecies receive 


their completion by the reſtoration of the 


Jews, and call of the Gentiles. The many 
excellent things which are ſpoken of the city 
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86 
of God ſhall be accompliſhed ; and in a more 
literal ſenſe, Chriſt ſhall have the Heathen 
for his inheritance, and be anointed King on 
his holy hill of Sion, * | 
Our Saviour in his laſt conference with his 
Apoſtles told them, it was not for them to 
know the times and the ſeaſons which the 
Father had put in his own power, yet he by 
no means afhrmed that He would not reſtore 
the kingdom unto Iſrael : but in what man- 
ner and ſenſe it is to reſtored, it is no more 
for us to know, than the times and the ſea- 
ſons was for them. Mr Mede* is for bring- 
ing about the converſion of the Jews by a 
voice from Heaven, by ſome new miracle in 
their favour. But methinks the Apocalyps 
ſuggeſts to us another inducement. The 
th chapter introduces thoſe into the ſcene 
who had gotten the victory over the beaſt, 
ſinging the ſong of Moſes, that is, one in 
imitation of that which he ſang, when af- 
ter the paſſage of the Red Sea, the Children 
of Iſrael were miraculouſly delivered from the 
Egyptians ; which thus concludes, --all nations 
ſhall come and worſhip before thee for thy 
judgments are made manifeſt. The d, 
here meant is the fall of Antichriſt, as that 
word is uſed to expreſs the little horn in 
Daniel, and the beaſt in the Revelations. 
This therefore is the period for the conver- 
fion of the nations; and why not the call 


„Pf. 2. d Acts 1. © Book iv. Epiſ. 17. 
of 


1 | 
of the Jews? It is the doctrine of Ifaiah, 
that when God's judgments are in the earth, 
the inhabitants of the world ſhall learn righ- 
teouſneſs. Here the ſame propoſition is ad- 
vanced ; and how great muſt thoſe judgments 
be, which can produce ſo. great an effect? 

That there is cloſe connection between 
the one and the other, is I think to be col- 
lected from many paſlages in the prophets. 
Ezechiel in the part of his prophecy before 
conſidered, in the 37th and following chap- 
ters (for there ſeems to be a relation be- 
tween the prophecies which there follow in 
their order) has many expreſſions to this 
purpoſe; The Heathen ſhall know that 1 
the Lord do ſanctify Iſrael: and again, I will 
be known in the eyes of many nations; and 
more to the ſame purpoſe : that is, when the 
dry bones ſhall live; when Iſrael and Judah 
ſhall be reunited under David their king ; and 
the armies of Gog ſhall be deſtroyed : Not 
Gog and Magog of the Apocalyps, but after 
the ſupper of the great God deſcribed both 
by Ezechiel and St. John. 

If we with all humility may be permitted 
to enquire into the ſecret counſels of God, 
which he has nowhere expreſily revealed unto 
us, and which we rather colle& from doubt- 
ful grounds, than affert with confidence, I 
would propoſe this to be conſidered, whether 
it be contradictory to any paſſage in ſcrip- 
ture, that this method ſhould be obſerved,--- 
That the deliverance of the Church from her 

diſtreſs 
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1 40 
diſtreſs ſhall open the eyes of the Jews, and 
that the reſtoration of the Jews ſhall be in- 
ſtrumental in converting the nations. Whe- 
ther any ſcheme of providence like this can 
be collected from the 11th to the Romans, is 
not certainly to be known by the help of 
commentators; ſome of whom affirm that 
this place has nothing to do with the future 
reſtoration of the Jews, But rejecting all 
theſe, this much an attentive reader . might 


learn,---That the gentile world firſt received 
the goſpel by means of the Jews rejecting 


it; That they in their turns ſhould come 
in and be ſaved; and that the Gentiles ſhall 
be much greater gainers by their converſion 
than they were by their hardneſs of heart. 
If then the Jews by means of God's mercies 
to his church ſhould be provoked to an holy 
emulation, by ſome means or other, their 
fulneſs will be the riches of the Gentiles. 


1 I would particularly make one requeſt 


© to the candid reader, that, where there is 
„ any mention made of the Jews being to 
ce be reſtored to their own land upon their 
* converſion, and ſome other particulars re- 
« lating to that glorious ſtate of the Church, 
cc which we may from prophetic grounds 
of ſcripture expect to come to pals in the 
« latter times of the world, there he would 
* not judge of what is faid upon theſe obſcure 
« ſubjects as ſo many poſitive aſſertions, but 


Mr. Lowth's preface to his commentary on Iſaiah. 
« only 


K 
only as probable conjectures, and er as 
© the words of the text may fairly be ſup- 
* poſed. to favour. For in theſe * ſuch 
& like abſtruſe matters, which at preſent lie 
© hid in their cauſes, and in the abyſs of 


ec 


40 providence, a modeſt man ſhould not pre- 


% tend to be wile above that which 1s plainly 
« and expreſſly written.' 

Be it fo then; the Jews on their converſion 
ſhall be reſtored to their own land, the ful- 
neſs of the Gentiles ſhall come in, and there 
ſhall be a more glorious ſtate of the Church 
in the latter days. Yet even then, the juſt 
ſhall live by faith, and perfection mall be 
teſerved for the members of the Church tri- 
umphant in Heaven. 

The ſequel relating to the new Jeruſalem 
is certainly underſtood by Juſtin Martyr as 
deſcriptive ot the millennial reiga of Chriſt ; 
for in the former chapter nothing is ſaid of 
it; nor does he ſpeak of the reſurrection of 
the martyrs, but only of the reſtoration of 
the Jews to their own city. Trypho indeed 


in his queſtion joins prophets, patriarchs, 


Jews, proſelytes, and chriſtians, together with 
Chriſt, as inhabitants of Jerafalem, when it 
ſhall be rebuilt ; but he docs not reply in 
expreſs terms to that part of the queſtion ; 
and when he ſpeaks of St. John, he allots a 
thouſand years for the believers in Chriſt to 
be inhabitants of Jeruſalem, * This is alſo 
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1 
the opinion of others, as well as Whitby, 
who in his treatiſe on this ſubject appropri- 
ates the Millennium to the reſtoration of the 
Jews. And tho' this part of the viſion be 
ſubſequent to that of the general reſurrection, 
yet it is not unuſual with this author to take 
a review of paſt ſcenes, and by new repre- 
ſentations confirm what went before. Nay 
farther, what he ſays, Ch. xix. The mar- 
riage of the lamb is come, and his wife hath 


made herſelf ready; and to her was granted 
that ſhe ſhould be arrayed in fine linen, clean 


and white, compared with Ifaiah Lx1, 10: 
* He hath cloathed me with the garment 
66 of ſalvation, he hath covered me with the 
robe of righteouſneſs; as a bridegroom 
cc decketh himſelf with ornaments, and as 
* a bride adorneth herſelf with Jewels,” is 
not improperly explained of the converſion 
of the Jewiſh nation, and their preeminence 
among the Gentiles; yet I am inclined to 
conſider this laſt part as a view of the Church 
triumphant. It is faid before of the lamb, 
that his bride had made herſelf ready; and 
here the ſame appellation is given to the new 
Jeruſalem. We are taught that «© It has 
« pleaſed God to conſecrate the ſtate of ma- 
* trimony to ſuch an excellent myſtery, that 
« in it is fignified, and repreſented the ſpi- 
* ritual marriage and unity betwixt Chriſt 
* and his Church : but this relates to every 


V. 7. 8. d Form of ſolemnization of Matrimony. 


ſtate 


E 


ſtate and condition of it, both to the mili- 
tant and triumphant, to the Church on earth, 
and the Church in Heaven: therefore tho' 
on the approach of a more flouriſhing period 
it might be properly ſaid that the bride was 
prepared, it prevents not, but that the ſame 
| alluſion might be applyed to her final trium- 
hant ſtate, Some negative expreſſions in 
the twenty-firſt chapter ſeem to appropriate 
it to this only, ſuch as no ſea, no death, no 
temple; after we are told Ch. xx. 13. 14. 
that the ſea gave up the dead; and that Death 
and Hell were caſt into the Jake of fire. 

* Her deſcription is borrowed from the pro- 
phets, her ornaments from the breaſt-plate 
of Aaron, her ſite from the garden of Eden. 

All theſe fall infinitely ſhort of the glory 
which is to be revealed, and are not to be 
compared to that happy place which eye hath 
not ſeen, of which ear hath not heard, nei- 
ther hath it entered into the heart of man to 
conceive, Whatſoever is ſpoken of divine 
or heavenly things muſt be confidered as ſpo- 
ken by metaphor, or analogy, far diſtant from 
the truth, yet neceſſary to raiſe our minds 
from human to divine affairs. 

Other places there are in ſcripture, where 
mention 1s made of the heavenly Jeruſalem, 
the city of the living God, as it 1s termed 
in the epiſtle to the Hebrews, Ch. x11. 22. 


See I. Chron. 29. 2. Iſaiah Liv. 11. 12. Ezechiel 
28. 13. Exod. 39. 8. 


G 2 « Not 


1 44 ] 7 
«© Not that Heaven is primarily intended by 
« it (ſays Dr. Whitby in locum) and not * 
« Church of Chriſt on earth, but propter 
ce originem et finem, as having its riſe from 
« Heaven, and leading to it.” But the in- 


numerable company of Angels, the Church 


of the firſt born, who are written in Heaven, 
God the judge of all, and the ſpirits of juſt 
men made perfect, all joined in the fame 
ſentence, evince, that Heaven is primarily in- 
tended, and the Church only underſtood, as 
the means of attaining it through Chriſt. 

But I mean not here to annex a diſſerta- 
tion on the new Jeruſalem: It is time that 
1 now diſmiſs this ſubject, after obſerving 
that ſome expreſſions in this and the follow- 
ing chapter, ſuch as, 

* God ſhall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes; and there ſhall be no Death, neither 
ſorrow, nor crying; neither ſhall there be 
any more pain ; | 

And the city had no need of the ſun, 
neither of the moon to ſhine in it; 

And there ſhall be no night there, and 
they ſhall need no candle, neither light of 
the ſun; for the Lord God giveth them light, 
and they ſhall reign for ever and ever; 

Tho' manifeſtly paralled to that paſſage in 
 Tfaiah ; © 


* Ch, xx1. 4 23. | <Ch;;xx11. 5. LX. 19. 20 
vide de S. Poeſi Pral. 6. p. 53. 
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The ſun ſhall be no more thy light by day, 
Neither for brightneſs ſhall the moon give 
light unto thee. 
For the Lord ſhall be unto thee an everlaſting 
light, 
And thy God, thy glory; 


Thy ſun ſhall no more go down. 

Neither ſhall thy moon withdraw itſelf ; 

For the Lord ſhall be thine everlaſting light, 
And the days of thy mourning thall be ended. 


Recall to my mind ſome lines in Pindar, 
which I would recommend to the peruſal of 
the reader. * 
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